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Midtown at Forest Acres
Columbia, South Carolina

In February of 2005 a group of architects, designers, and 
urban planners gathered in an empty lease space in the 
Richland Fashion Mall, and started a process that will lead 
to the total transformation of the mall into a town center 
that will consist of residences, offices, restaurants and 
shopping. The area will have a more urban feel, one that 
has a vital public life, where all of the shop fronts are fac-
ing public streets. These new tree-lined public streets will 
be pedestrian friendly, and will be populated by residents, 
shoppers and outdoor cafes. There will be new parks and 
plazas, both on the ground level and on the rooftops, where 
“green roof ” technology will be used to provide an amenity 
to the residents and visitors to the area, and at the same 
time will provide both a benefit to the environment and 
relief to the harsh nature of the existing roof top parking 
decks. Even the name of the mall will be changed: Midtown 
at Forest Acres reflects the fact that this area will no longer 
be a  mall in any sense of the term, and in fact will truly 
become an important part of the city of Forest Acres.

Preliminary Master Plan


